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Unprecedented biomedical research grants totaling nearly $30 million were awarded Tuesday to the University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center and the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation to fight cancer, rheumatoid arthri-
tis, cystic fibrosis and the effects of aging. 

The grants could produce up to 90 jobs in Oklahoma City and create a spin-off company for biomedical research, 
officials said. 

As many as one in 10 Oklahomans has a medical problem that might be addressed by the research grants. 

"We want to reduce suffering that afflicts our fellow citizens," said Dr. John Harley, a foundation investigator.  

One project will use magnetic resonance imaging techniques to locate brain tumors and will examine a new poten-
tial treatment for brain cancer. 

Another project will study how to stimulate the body's immune system to fight breast and skin cancer, while an-
other will examine how the age-related decline in estrogen may affect the immune system and explain the higher inci-
dence of autoimmune diseases in women. 

How genetic changes in cellular-signaling processes may play a role in inflammatory bowel disease will be the fo-
cus of another study. 

The OU Health Sciences Center is receiving $17.95 million, with the foundation getting $12 million. Both are re-
cord amounts for medical research grants from the federal government. 

"This is an important moment in our state's history as we continue to grow our reputation as a center for biomedical 
research," U.S. Rep. Ernest Istook, R-Warr Acres, said Tuesday. "These grants are excellent for both public health and 
economic health." 

Istook has worked with the National Institutes of Health to get Oklahoma a higher percentage of federal research 
grants. 

"Now, thanks to quality medical researchers in Oklahoma, we're making great progress," Istook said. 

Istook and institutes Director Dr. Elias A. Zerhouni announced the grants. 

OU President David Boren said the National Institutes of Health funding "is considered the ultimate measure of re-
search quality." 

OU's federal grant will involve several other state colleges and universities. The institutes grant will fund biomedi-
cal research in cancer, microbiology and immunology, and neurosciences. Along with OU's Norman and Oklahoma 
City campuses, these state schools will participate in National Institutes-funded biomedical research: Oklahoma State 
University in Stillwater, the University of Tulsa, University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond, Northeastern State Uni-
versity in Tahlequah, Southwestern Oklahoma State University in Weatherford, Southeastern Oklahoma State Univer-



 

sity in Durant, Langston University, Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma City Community College, Redlands 
Community College in El Reno and Comanche Nation College in Lawton. 

"The benefits of this research funding will be felt throughout our state and at every level of higher education," 
Chancellor Paul G. Risser said. 

The $12-million foundation grant will fund 10 scientists studying the genetic and molecular mechanisms of lupus 
and other autoimmune diseases. 

With these diseases, the immune system loses its ability to differentiate between foreign substances and its own 
healthy cells and tissues, causing the body to attack itself. 

Lupus affects an estimated 1.4 million Americans, including thousands of Oklahomans. It most commonly strikes 
the skin, joints, blood and kidneys, although it can attack any part of the body. The disease can be fatal and has no 
known cure. 

Other autoimmune diseases include rheumatoid arthritis, scleroderma and Wegener's granulomatosis. 

Participating foundation-affilated scientists include Drs. J. Donald Capra, Christopher Aston, Mark Coggeshall, Ju-
dith James, Morris Reichlin, Joel Guthridge, Swapan Nath, Andrea Sestak, Deborah Stearns-Kurosawa, and Harley. 

"If Oklahoma wants to establish itself as an important player in the world of medical research, we must develop a 
critical mass of talented, well- funded scientists," said Capra, foundation president "This grant helps us do just that." 

"Building research infrastructure allows Oklahoma to compete on a level playing field with the rest of the nation," 
said Dr. Judith L. Vaitukaitis, director of the institute's National Center for Research Resources. "Oklahoma now com-
petes in the biomedical field like it does on the football field." 

Istook said he has worked for years to end "the bias" that in the past has awarded 93 percent of federal medical re-
search funds to 24 states [#x2014] leaving 7 percent for Oklahoma and 25 other states. 

So far this year, Istook said, Oklahoma has received more National Institutes of Health research grants than any 
other state. 
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NOTES: CLARIFICATION: Congressman Ernest Istook said Oklahoma has received more IDEA NIH grants than any 
other state, not total NIH grants. IDEA (Institutional Development Award) is a program created to provide a pool of 
research monies for which only IDEA states could compete. These are states that historically received less funding per 
capita than other states for medical research. Oklahoma has competed for and received more NIH grants from this IDEA 
program than any other state in the country. Simultaneously, Oklahoma has been competing for and winning other non-
IDEA grants from NIH. Overall NIH funding has doubled in recent years, but Oklahoma's share of NIH funding has 
tripled. (Information provided by Micah Swafford, Ernest Istook's communications representative, 07/13/2004) 
 
GRAPHIC: Dr. Elias A. Zerhouni, director of the National Institutes of Health, announces at a Tuesday news confer-
ence biomedical research grants totaling nearly $30 million that are going to the University of Oklahoma Health Sci-
ences Center and Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation. - BY JACONNA AGUIRRE, THE OKLAHOMAN 
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